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Comprehensive and Integrated Crime Prevention Strategies: Public Participation, Social Policies, and Education in Support of the Rule of Law

This report[footnoteRef:1] is prepared by Criminologists Without Borders, a scientific collaboration between criminologists and criminal justice practitioners around the world, and, a non-governmental organization in consultative status with ECOSOC, and the United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI). The report summarizes recent research published primarily in scholarly books and scientific journals. The research presented in the current report features comprehensive and integrated crime prevention strategies which promote public participation, social policies, and education in support of the rule of law. Approaches that engage an entire society of actors allow for formal contact with the criminal justice system to become a last resort. 
 [1:  This report was drafted by Sherouk Ahmed, Indiana University, Bloomington, IN, USA.
Contributors: Jay Albanese, Rosemary Barberet.] 

Knowns:
· Evidence-based interventions (EBI) are preferred in crime prevention efforts.
· The interpretation of scientific studies and implementation of those findings by elected officials has been known to be inconsistent, with votes and general public opinion weighing more heavily on matters than unbiased evidence. The competing interests of government actors hinder localized or more integrated crime prevention policies.
Unknowns:
· There are no standard, unanimously-accepted criteria for establishing the effectiveness of a crime prevention program as evidence-based. Randomized Controlled Trial (RCT) studies have been viewed as a “gold standard,” but they have only been used to evaluate relatively few programs and are not always practical or possible. Some databases have attempted to gather evaluations of crime prevention programs, yet they have struggled to establish a standard of their own to make sense of the publications’ varying standards.
· Factors that contribute to the decrease of interpersonal violence over time remain largely unexamined, at the aggregate (population) level.
· Education programs appear to succeed in teaching protective skills to potential victims. However, the capacity of such programs to prevent victimization has not been fully evaluated. 
Recommendations:
· Crime prevention efforts should be regularly evaluated, to better detect ineffectiveness or even harmfulness, as well as detecting possible incompatibilities with specific jurisdictions. This becomes more important as policy becomes more integrated and localized.
· Consider including funding for both crime prevention initiatives and their routine evaluations within the central budget. 

Public Participation:
[image: Image result for us flag jpg] UNITED STATES. National Institute of Justice. (2015). The comprehensive school safety initiative: 2015 report to Congress. (NCJ 248381). Washington, D.C: U.S. Department of Justice. https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/248381.pdf 
“CSSI is designed to improve the safety of schools and students nationwide by developing, supporting, and rigorously evaluating school safety programs, practices, and strategies. An important part of the initiative is the partnerships between school professionals and researchers to develop and test approaches that address the real-world safety needs and priorities of America’s schools and students. This research-focused, practically-oriented approach is intended to produce knowledge with wide utility and applicability beyond the specific schools that are directly involved in the CSSI… This report describes CSSI, including its goals, guiding principles, activities and accomplishments, and future activities.”
[image: Image result for japan flag] JAPAN. Takahashi, Y. (2010). Creating a crime-resistant society in Japan: Maintaining public safety with community resources. Japan Studies Association Journal, 8, 179-195.
“In responding to public safety concerns, Kochi Prefecture recently established the Ordinance for Safe Community Building to maximize community awareness by developing a listserv to provide neighborhood crime information and enhance community safety by giving financial support to community watch groups… providing more than 100 blue warning lights for volunteer patrol cars in every city and town and holding workshops… discussing case studies and advising how to prevent such crime and distributed a newsletter to increase the awareness of citizens. The ordinance in Kochi sets short-term goals that will be evaluated every year. Nonetheless, the impact of activities on the actual crime rate and citizens' perception of the fear of crime are still unknown.”
[image: Image result for india flag jpg] INDIA. Krishnan, S., Subbiah, K., Khanum, S., Chandra, P. S., & Padian, N. S. (2012). An intergenerational women’s empowerment intervention to mitigate domestic violence: results of a pilot study in Bengaluru, India. Violence Against Women, 18(3), 346-370.
The results of this study provide several insights into the development and implementation of domestic violence interventions in India. It suggests that engaging in domestic violence prevention as part of maternal and child health promotion—in the context of antenatal care—is feasible, acceptable, and potentially safe. In fact, given the importance of childbearing in the early years of marriage… lack of systematic domestic violence screening and interventions represent a missed opportunity to prevent escalation of violence and serious adverse outcomes. Furthermore, interventions that are implemented through primary health care and allied national programs, as opposed to stand-alone interventions, have… increased opportunities for large-scale implementation of evidence-based domestic violence reduction interventions in the country.
[image: Image result for kenya flag jpg] KENYA. Odero, M., Hatcher, A. M., Bryant, C., Onono, M., Romito, P., Bukusi, E. A., & Turan, J. M. (2014). Responses to and resources for intimate partner violence: qualitative findings from women, men, and service providers in rural Kenya. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 29(5), 783-805.
“This article explores actions taken by victims, available support services, and barriers to the utilization of available IPV [Intimate Partner Violence] resources by pregnant women in rural Nyanza, Kenya…The community was sometimes responsive to women experiencing IPV but often viewed it as a "normal" part of local culture. Further barriers to women accessing services included logistical challenges and providers who were undertrained or uncommitted to responding to IPV appropriately… The results suggest that future IPV interventions should address community views around IPV and build upon locally available resources-including the health clinic-to address violence among women of childbearing age.”
[image: Image result for canada flag jpg] CANADA. Madero-Hernandez, A., Fisher, B. S., & Wilcox, P. (2016). Exploring the overlap between individualistic and collective crime prevention. Crime Prevention and Community Safety, 18(4), 245-265.
“This study examines the co-occurrence and predictors of crime prevention behaviors with data from Canada’s General Social Survey. Results indicate that citizens who engage in individualistic crime prevention behaviors are somewhat likely to engage in collective ones. But when looking at the etiology of these behaviors, individualistic behaviors are largely influenced by concerns about victimization, while collective behaviors are driven more by concerns with neighborhood conditions.”
[image: Image result for south africa jpg] SOUTH AFRICA. Matzopoulos, R., & Myers, J. E. (2014). The Western Cape Government's new Integrated Provincial Violence Prevention Policy Framework: Successes and challenges. Aggression and Violent Behavior, 19(6), 649-654.
“In August 2013, the Western Cape Government adopted an Integrated Provincial Violence Prevention Policy Framework… It is underpinned by the public health-centered guidelines set out by the international Global Campaign for the Prevention of Violence. A Steering Committee should be established that includes academics with knowledge of evidence-based research [and] decision makers from within government and the community to demonstrate a commitment to the whole of society approach for safety governance.”
[image: Image result for australia flag png] AUSTRALIA. Homel, P., & Fuller, G. (2015). Understanding the local government role in crime prevention. Trends and Issues in Crime and Criminal Justice, 505, 1-13.
“This research offers one of the first detailed insights into the valuable contribution made by local government within the multi-layered crime prevention strategies and initiatives which keep Australian communities safe. The results of a comprehensive survey of the crime prevention activities of local government authorities across Victoria are examined. This study reveals the issues local government prioritises, the responses they deploy and the challenges that they face,
such as gaps in capacity and the need to manage complex relationships between participants who work on local community safety. The study also identifies important gaps and opportunities to improve collaboration between government and the private and NGO sectors.”
[image: Image result for argentina flag jpg] ARGENTINA. Mancini, I. M. (2012). La prevención del delito en una villa de emergencia en Buenos Aires (Argentina): Inserción y participación, análisis de los supuestos de comunidad en las políticas de prevención/Prevention of crime in a Buenos Aires slum (Argentina). Integration and participation, analysis of community assumptions on prevention policies. Revista INVI, 27(74), 315-341.
[“El objetivo de este trabajo consiste en analizar los modos en los que los funcionarios del programa de prevención del delito Comunidades Vulnerables se insertan y comienzan a trabajar para prevenir la violencia en una villa de emergencia. Los resultados mostrarán que la perspectiva de la política pública parte del supuesto de que la transformación que los jóvenes deben experimentar para abandonar su posición de ‘conflicto con la ley’ involucra la mejora de su posición en las relaciones comunitarias. Esto puede implicar la profundización de vínculos existentes o la generación de nuevos vínculos. Se procurará mostrar cómo estos supuestos entran en conflicto con ciertas prácticas de los actores, especialmente cuando la trama de relaciones cotidianas evidencia que los vínculos comunitarios también pueden estar atravesados por conflictos.”] The goal of this paper is to analyze the way in which people taking part in the Comunidades Vulnerables program work to prevent crime in a slum. The results of this research demonstrate that public policies are based on the assumption that young people should improve their position within community relationships to stop being in “conflict with law”. This may imply the further development of existing links or the generation of new ties. This paper shows how these assumptions clash with certain practices of actors, especially when daily relationships demonstrate that community links can also be affected by conflicts. 

Social Policies:
[image: Image result for global jpg] GLOBAL. Higginson, A., Benier, K., Shenderovich, Y., Bedford, L., Mazerolle, L., & Murray, J. (2015). Preventive interventions to reduce youth gang violence in low-and middle-income countries: A systematic review. Campbell Systematic Reviews, 11(18), 1-176. 
“This is a systematic review of all prior empirical efforts to assess the evidence on preventive interventions that focus on increasing social capacity to reduce gang membership or rehabilitate gang members outside of the criminal justice system. Only a few documented efforts were found. The results found preventive gang interventions may be more likely to be successfully implemented when they include: a range of program components that appeal to youth, active engagement of youth, where their agency is embraced and leadership is offered, programs that offer continuity of social ties outside of the gang, and a focus on demobilization and reconciliation.” https://www.campbellcollaboration.org/library/youth-gang-prevention-low-middle-income-countries.html

Wolf, A., Gray, R., & Fazel, S. (2014). Violence as a public health problem: An ecological study of 169 countries. Social Science & Medicine, 104, 220-227.
“We measured the strength of the relationships between a range of socioeconomic factors and various violent outcomes rates across 169 countries. In low and middle-income countries, income inequality is related to rates of homicide and assault. In high-income countries, urbanicity is associated with assault and robbery rates. In high-income countries, income inequality is related to homicide and self-reported assault rates. Worldwide, alcohol consumption is associated with self-reported assault rates. Our results are compatible with the hypothesis that high crime rates are a consequence of a breakdown of social cohesion, which is associated with, and potentially caused by, large differences in opportunity and income levels.”

Sugimoto-Matsuda, J. J., & Braun, K. L. (2014). The role of collaboration in facilitating policy change in youth violence prevention: a review of the literature. Prevention science, 15(2), 194-204.
“The purpose of this systematic literature review is to examine existing youth violence prevention collaborations and evaluate their policy-related outcomes. The search found 23 unique collaborations focused on youth violence prevention. These were organized into three groups based on the “catalyst” for action for the collaboration—internal (momentum began within the community), external (sparked by an external agency), or policy (mandated by law). Findings suggest that internally catalyzed collaborations were most successful at changing laws to address youth violence, while both internally and externally catalyzed collaborations successfully attained policy change at the organizational level.”
[image: Image result for germany flag jpg] GERMANY. Lösel, F., Stemmler, M., & Bender, D. (2013). Long-term evaluation of a bimodal universal prevention program: Effects on antisocial development from kindergarten to adolescence. Journal of Experimental Criminology, 9(4), 429-449.
“Only a handful of studies on developmental crime prevention contain very long-term evaluations… This article investigates long-term outcomes of a bimodal universal prevention program within the Erlangen-Nuremberg Development and Prevention Study (ENDPS) in Germany. There were various desirable effects of the program not only in the short and medium term but also after 5 and 10 years, i.e. on externalizing behavior, property offences, and total behavior problems. The various desirable effects of a relatively short and inexpensive universal program are in accordance with a public health approach in developmental crime prevention. However, it should not be seen as an alternative to selective and indicated approaches, but as a ‘foot in the door’ for high-risk children and families that need more intensive and costly programs.”
[image: Image result for south korea flag jpg] SOUTH KOREA. 배임호. (2015). 범죄예방책으로서의 갈등해결을 위한 중재 (mediation) 활용에 관한 고찰/ A Study on the Use of Mediation for Conflict Resolution as a Crime Prevention Measure: Focused on Community Conflicts. 교정연구/Correction Review, 67, 75-102.
“본 논문에서는 연구의 주목적인 범죄예방책으로서 지역사회내 갈등을 위하여 중재(mediation)를 활용하는 방안을 살펴보았다.결과적으로 본 연구는 지역사회갈등해결센터의 설립이 필요하며 그 가능성을 시사해주고 있다. 둘째로, 갈등해결과 중재 등 관련분야에 관심 있는 사람들에게 적절한 교육과 훈련을 제공하여 자격증을 수여하고 이들이 전문 갈등중재사가 될 수 있도록 체계적인 커리큘럼을 개발하고 철저한 인턴절차를 마련하는 것이 매우 중요하다. 셋째로, 지역사회갈등해결은 기존의 법체계를 거치지 않고, 갈등을 해소하고자 하는 메카니즘이다. 그러므로 지역사회갈등해결센터는 대학 그리고 경찰과 사법기관들을 포함하는 정부기관들, 또한 지역사회 민간기관들과의 네트워킹을 통하여 협력활동을 펼치는 것이 매우 적절하다.” [This paper, as a main purpose of this study, deals with applying mediation… for resolving conflicts in a community as a crime prevention measure. Firstly, it suggests that a center for community conflict resolution center be set up and discuses possibilities. Secondly, it is necessary to give an appropriate education and training for those who are interested in conflict resolution and mediation, and others to provide them with a licence and eventually to be a professional mediator. It is highly important to create and develop such a systematic curriculum and well-organized intern procedure. Thirdly, community conflict resolution is a mechanism to prevent conflicts from leading to a resolution through the legal system. Therefore, it is very appropriate for a community conflict resolution center to work collaboratively by networking of an University, governmental offices including police and legal offices, and neighboring institutions at the level of NGOs.]
[image: Image result for new european union flag jpg] EUROPEAN UNION. Di Ronco, A. (2016). Inspecting the European crime prevention strategy towards incivilities. Crime Prevention & Community Safety, 18(2), 141-160.
The results of the study show that incivilities (anti-social conduct or behaviour that engenders feelings of insecurity) have been included in the EU CP strategy… Although the EU institutions have recognised the value of local authorities’ CP efforts and have substantially supported them through the appropriation of EU-funding, they seem to have paid scarce attention to the way such authorities have exercised their CP powers, in particular with respect to their impact on individuals’ freedoms… We made reference to two projects, which have been put forward with the aim to reinforce the EUCPN’s functions through, for example, a better resourced Secretariat (European Commission, 2012a; EUCPN, 2015a) or through the establishment of the EUCPN Secretariat as a point of reference in CP (EUCPN, 2015b). We argued that these two projects, if accomplished, may enable the network to enhance the contacts between the EU and the relevant local authorities, as well as the level of cooperation between local CP actors.”
[image: Image result for austria flag jpg] AUSTRIA. Klier, C. M., Grylli, C., Amon, S., Fiala, C., Weizmann-Henelius, G., Pruitt, S. L., & Putkonen, H. (2013). Is the introduction of anonymous delivery associated with a reduction of high neonaticide rates in Austria? A retrospective study. BJOG: An International Journal of Obstetrics & Gynaecology, 120(4), 428-434.
“In Europe there are two primary preventive strategies for the phenomenon of neonaticide and child abandonment: ‘anonymous delivery’ and so-called ‘baby hatches’, which are similar to safe haven laws in the USA. The anonymous delivery law, as enacted in some European countries, allows women to give birth in a hospital anonymously and free of charge if she gives her child for adoption. Our data demonstrate a significant decrease in the number of police-reported neonaticides in Austria after the implementation of anonymous delivery. In Austria, two or three cases of babies being abandoned in baby hatches are reported each year, whereas cases of anonymous birth are in the range of 30–40 cases a year.”
[image: Image result for south africa jpg] SOUTH AFRICA. Gonsalves, G. S., Kaplan, E. H., & Paltiel, A. D. (2015). Reducing sexual violence by increasing the supply of toilets in Khayelitsha, South Africa: a mathematical model. PLoS one, 10(4), e0122244. 
“Sexual violence is a major public health issue, affecting 35% of women worldwide. Major risk factors for sexual assault include inadequate indoor sanitation and the need to travel to outdoor toilet facilities. Higher toilet installation and maintenance costs would be more than offset by lower sexual assault costs.”

Education Supporting Rule of Law:
[image: Image result for uganda flag jpg] UGANDA. Kyegombe, N., Abramsky, T., Devries, K. M., Starmann, E., Michau, L., Nakuti, J., ... & Watts, C. (2014). The impact of SASA!, a community mobilization intervention, on reported HIV-related risk behaviours and relationship dynamics in Kampala, Uganda. Journal of the International AIDS Society, 17(1), 1-34.
“SASA! focuses on positive aspirational programming that supports critical reflectionon violence against women and the development of communication and relationship skills. It also seeks to encourage activism against violence at the community level. SASA! is implemented by community members, including male and female‘community activists’ (ordinary community members that receive on-going support and training to implement SASA!), professionals (e.g. healthcare workers; police), and local cultural and government leaders. The findings suggest that SASA! impacted on children’s experience of violence in three main ways. We estimate that reductions in IPV [Intimate Partner Violence] combined with reduced witnessing by children when IPV did occur, led to a 64% reduction in prevalence of children witnessing IPV in their home. Second, among couples who experienced reduced IPV, qualitative data suggests parenting and discipline practices sometimes also changed-improving parent–child relationships and for a few parents, resulting in the complete rejection of corporal punishment as a disciplinary method. Third, some participants reported intervening to prevent violence against children.”
[image: Image result for france flag jpg] FRANCE. Programme d’actions à l’intention des jeunes exposés à la délinquance: Modules de formation civique ou de citoyenneté en direction des jeunes mineurs placés sous main de justice/ Action program for young people exposed to delinquency: Civic or citizenship training modules for juvenile minors in the hands of the law.
http://www.interieur.gouv.fr/SG-CIPDR/Outils-et-initiatives/Bonnes-pratiques 
“Les stages (de citoyenneté ou de formation civique) visent à rappeler aux mineurs les
valeurs républicaines de tolérance et de dignité fondant la société, à leur faire prendre
conscience de leur responsabilité et des devoirs liés à la vie en société, à favoriser leur
insertion sociale. Généralement, ils s’organisent à partir de modules thématiques généraux (la loi, par exemple) ou particuliers (la sécurité routière, les infractions liées à l’usage des stupéfiants, l’altérité dans les relations filles – garçons ou le respect de la différence…).”
[Internships (in citizenship or civic training) are designed to remind youth of the values ​​of tolerance and dignity that are the foundations of society, making them aware of their responsibilities and duties related to life within society, to promote their social integration. 
Generally speaking, they are organized on the basis of general thematic modules (law, for example) or particular ones (road safety, offenses related to the use of narcotics, differences in relationships between girls and boys or respect of differences…].
[image: Image result for us flag jpg] UNITED STATES. Woodward, V. H., Pelletier, D., Griffin III, O. H., & Harrington, J. R. (2016). University policies and programs for crime prevention and awareness: An examination of online reports and resources. Criminal Justice Review, 41(2), 140-158.
“The purpose of this study was to examine how institutions were using the Internet to provide students with resources to promote crime prevention and awareness. The findings indicate that while most universities and colleges provide some methods of prevention or disclosure, few universities and colleges go beyond mere compliance by proactively attempting to prevent crime and/or educate their students about crime.”
[image: Image result for mexico flag jpg] MEXICO. Lozano Garza, N. (2015). Education for peace in the Mexican context. Canadian Journal of Latin American and Caribbean Studies/Revue canadienne des études latino-américaines et caraïbes, 40(2), 200-221.
“Cet article rend compte d'un programme d'éducation issu du mouvement pacifiste, dont le projet-pilote est présentement mené au Mexique. Il s'agit de démontrer, à travers une analyse des interactions à diverses échelles (micro, méso et macro), les bénéfices, enjeux et impacts de l'action synergique sur la construction d'une culture pacifiste. L'article conclut que la meilleure stratégie de prévention anticriminelle est ¡'éducation pour la paix. Ceci requiert une collaboration entre les divers partis intéressés afin de créer des solutions transcendantes qui attaquent à la source le problème de la violence au Mexique plutôt que de simplement en combattre les symptômes.” [This paper presents a case study of a peace-based education program piloted in Mexico. An analysis of the interactions among the micro, meso, and macro levels sheds light on how the benefits, challenges, and impact of synergic action contribute towards building a culture of peace. The paper concludes that the best strategy for crime prevention is education for peace. This requires multi-stakeholder collaboration to create transcendental solutions that go to the roots of the problem of violence in Mexico rather than simply fighting its symptoms.]
[image: Image result for nigeria flag jpg] NIGERIA. Amosun, P. A., Ige, O. A., & Choo, K. K. R. (2015). Impact of a participatory cyber crime prevention programme on secondary school students’ attainment in crime prevention concepts in civic education and social studies. Education and Information Technologies, 20(3), 505-518.
“The study developed, validated and evaluated the impact of an Action Cyber Crime Prevention Programme on secondary school students’ learning outcomes in Civics and Social Studies. Findings in the study shows that the Action Cyber Crime Prevention Programme is more effective than the conventional lecture method used in teaching crime prevention concepts in the selected secondary schools. Results obtained show that the Action Cyber Crime Programme can be used to foster the learning of crime prevention concepts irrespective of students’ gender and computer literacy level as the programme partials out the initial disparities among students due to gender and computer literacy and competency levels.”
[image: Image result for canada flag jpg] CANADA. International Centre for Criminal Law Reform and Criminal Justice Policy (2011). Towards human trafficking prevention: A discussion document. Vancouver, B.C.
http://www.crime-prevention-intl.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Publications/Towards_Human_ Trafficking_Prevention_A_Discussion_Document_-_May_27.pdf
“The use of legislation or regulations to monitor and control premises, businesses and agricultural or industrial sites has been instrumental in helping to reduce and prevent trafficking… [Socio-educational and community-based trafficking prevention] programmes take account of the overall context of exploitation and risk factors, but include components that deal specifically with trafficking risks. They can also include programmes which work with young men and boys to change attitudes towards girls and women, inculate respectful relationships, and provide alternative role models… The role of business and the private sector in the prevention of trafficking in partnerships is similarly crucial, not least because human trafficking is so closely interwoven into everyday life and transactions at the local level… Research on issues such as victim backgrounds, experience, trafficking approaches, facilitating sectors (hotel industry etc.), supply and demand, target risk-populations and places would all help to provide a better basis against which to assess the impacts of specific prevention initiatives.”
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