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The casting of human trafficking as a problem primarily of criminal justice has unnecessarily limited the conversation about its true elements and causes. Rather than a dialogue about recruitment, transport, and exploitation of victims, a broader investigation is often avoided that reflects the empirical realities of the fundamental drivers of the trafficking beyond criminal justice. This presentation provides a framework to broaden the understanding of human trafficking, beyond the interplay between victims and offenders.
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There is concern about sexual violence against women and children in India. The Indian National Crime Records Bureau reported 38,947 rape cases in 2016, and many of the victims were under the age of 18. These numbers do not include sexual offenses against children. To address the crisis, India has introduced measures to expedite the prosecution of cases by requiring states to establish Fast-Tract Special Courts (FTSC). The Ministry of Law and Justice proposed creation of over 1000 fast-track courts in the country with the objective of reducing pendency of cases and redesigning court atmosphere to make it victim friendly. Despite these legislative reforms, many victims report humiliation when they report the incident to the police and medical professionals. This study evaluates the impact of FTSC courts on victims in delivering justice. 

Research on the commercial sex trade in the United States tends to focus on either the supply or demand side of the issue. Information from such research is very important and has been quite informative as we seek to understand key questions in the areas of law enforcement, prosecution, and service provision. But it is also important to understand the perspective of sex trafficking survivors on these issues. Of specific interest to this study is how sex trafficking survivors perceived and interacted with the demand reduction efforts of law enforcement agencies. Data were collected from in-depth interviews with sex trafficking survivors, law enforcement and NGO staff who regularly engage in cross-collaborative efforts to reduce demand for commercial sex acts in their local jurisdictions. Implications for demand reduction strategies in other locations are considered.
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